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MEMORANDUM TO THE MINISTER 


Subtect: 


Form letter to respond to inquiries concerning environmental 
sensitivity 


Recommended Action: 


Your approval of the attached form letter is requested; this 
letter would be used to respond to inquiries concerning 
environmental hypersensitivity. 
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Draft Response Letter 
on Environmental 


Sensitivity 
OTTAWA, K1A OK9 
a 
Dear 
Thank you for your letter of in which you express 


your concern on the issue of environmental sensitivity. 


Health and Welfare Canada is currently engaged in programs 
which assess and control exposure to chemicals in food, air and 
water. The Department is currently proposing regulations for 
the labelling of non-medical ingredients of drug products and 
is examining ways to inform consumers about ingredients in 
restaurant foods. Furthermore, the Department has an active 
surveillance program of food and drug sensitivity and is 
undertaking new surveillance and risk assessment studies of 
individuals with asthma. Through a National Health and Welfare 
grant program we are providing support to the Allergy 
Information Association. 


It is important to point out that the medical community and 
provincial governments share primary responsibility in this 
area. My Department will continue to solicit information from 
the medical community on the health implications of 
environmental sensitivity. It will also continue to provide 
provinces with expert advice on sensitivity to products we 
regulate. 


The existing regulatory framework is not intended to protect 
some individuals with unusual sensitivities from exposure to 
trace amounts of these substances. The issue is a medical one 
rather than an environmental one, involving counselling or 
avoidance of exposure on the part of the individual and/or 
desensitization therapy. 
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My Department's principal legislative authority in this matter 
is the Food and Drugs Act. In addition other federal 
jurisdictions such as Environment Canada, Agriculture Canada, 
Consumer and Corporate Affairs Canada and the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans share responsibility in ensuring a quality 
environment for all Canadians. 


I hope I have been of some help in addressing your concerns on 
environmental sensitivity. Officials in my department would be 
pleased to address any further questions you may have. 


Yours truly, 


Jake Epp 


